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Example Explanation

Before | got my job as a computer technician,
I had worked as a delivery person.

To show that an event happened before
another event in the past.

She had already prepared her resume when the
the company called her for an interview.

To show that an event happened before
the verb in the when clause.

After | had written my resume and cover letter,
I realized it was too late to send it.

With after, to show that something was
finished before another event in the past

There were a lot of job applicants because the

company had posted the position on the Internet.

After because, to show a prior reason.

Many of the employees had never worked in
sales before this job.

With never...before, in relation to a past
event.

My supenvisor thanked me for all the hard work
that | had done.

In a who/that/which clause to show'
a past event.





A. Underline the event that happened first.
Example: When I called her, she had already left for her meeting. (highlight phrase and click on U in menu.)
1. Because he hadn’t received his degree yet, he didn’t apply for the job.
2. She’d been in the dry cleaning business for three years when she decided to open her own store.
3. Before you came to the United States, you had studied to be a teacher.
4. He found out that there were no jobs available after he had filled out the application.
5. This morning they finished repairing all the broken computers that I had given them yesterday.
6. We had interviewed many applicants before we found the right person for the job.

B. Complete each sentence with the past perfect tense of the verb in parentheses.
Example: (have) I couldn’t sleep last night because I had had a bad day at work. 

1. (never / enjoy) Mike ___ his job before now.

2. (finish) After I  ___ the interview, I met my future co-workers.

3. (already / fix) When Sarah ___ the last computer, Minh came in to help.

4. (save) Because you ___ your money, you were able to open your own business.

5. (give) They didn’t like the new duties that their supervisor ___ them.

6. (not /go) Yuko was upset because her interview ___ well.

7. (already / write) Before we came to the United States, we ___ a good impression.

8. (not / make) He didn’t get the job because he ___ a good impression.

9. (handle) I ___ customer complaints before I became the supervisor.

10. (improve) You applied for the new job after you ___ your skills.
