Unit 3, Lesson 4
Housing preferences
Review questions students wrote about rooms A, B, and C.
Objective
Objective:

Today you will ask about housing preferences using yes/no and information questions.

Activity A
Activity A Listening (track 16)
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Think about the following questions as you listen to the story about the Bwaire family.
1. Why is the Bwarie family looking for a new home?
2. What are they looking for in a new home?

First, just listen.

Second, read the story and listen again.


The Bwarie family has outgrown their apartment. They have three children and a baby on the way and they are now renting a two-bedroom house. They’ve been putting away money every month from their paychecks and finally have enough money for a 10% down payment on a house. Every Sunday, the whole family piles into the car and they go look at properties for sale. In the $1000,000 to $120,000 price range. Until now, they have been doing this on their own. But now it’s time to find a real estate agent.


However, before they meet with a real estate agent, they need to decide exactly whet they want. Courtney and Joey Bwarie have thought long and hard about what they want to purchase. First of all, they want a house in a safe neighborhood that is within walking distance to their children’s school. Second of all, they want four bedrooms, one for Courtney and Joey, one for the two boys, and another for their daughter and the bay girl who will be born next month. The fourth room will be used as an office for Courtney, who works from home. As far as bathrooms, four would be ideal, but they could survive with three if they had to. Some other things they would like are a big backyard for their children to play in and an attached two-car garage. Other amenities, such as air conditioning or a pool, are not important to them.


Now they know what they are looking for in a new home. That was the easy part. Finding a real estate agent, that’s a different story!
1. Why is the Bwarie family looking for a new home?
2. What are they looking for in a new home?

Activity B

Activity B

Read the story again and try to work out the meanings of the following words using the context.

	survive
	on the way
	outgrown

	pile into
	ideal
	putting away

	real estate agent
	within walking distance
	down payment

	thought long and hard
	works from home
	price range

	survive
	attached
	


The Bwarie family has outgrown their apartment. They have three children and a baby on the way and they are now renting a two-bedroom house. They’ve been putting away money every month from their paychecks and finally have enough money for a 10% down payment on a house. Every Sunday, the whole family piles into the car and they go look at properties for sale. In the $1000,000 to $120,000 price range. Until now, they have been doing this on their own. But now it’s time to find a real estate agent.


However, before they meet with a real estate agent, they need to decide exactly whet they want. Courtney and Joey Bwarie have thought long and hard about what they want to purchase. First of all, they want a house in a safe neighborhood that is within walking distance to their children’s school. Second of all, they want four bedrooms, one for Courtney and Joey, one for the two boys, and another for their daughter and the bay girl who will be born next month. The fourth room will be used as an office for Courtney, who works from home. As far as bathrooms, four would be ideal, but they could survive with three if they had to. Some other things they would like are a big backyard for their children to play in and an attached two-car garage. Other amenities, such as air conditioning or a pool, are not important to them.


Now they know what they are looking for in a new home. That was the easy part. Finding a real estate agent, that’s a different story!
Activity C
Activity C

	survive
	on the way
	outgrown

	pile into
	ideal
	putting away

	real estate agent
	within walking distance
	down payment

	thought long and hard
	works from home
	price range

	survive
	attached
	


Choose three words or expressions and write sentences.

1. 

2. 

3. 

Activity D

Activity D

What are the Bwaries looking for in a home? Complete the checklist, based on the reading.

	Housing Preference Checklist

	Features
	Yes
	No
	Features
	Preferences

	air conditioning
	
	
	type of property
	

	backyard
	
	
	number of bathrooms
	

	balcony
	
	
	number of bedrooms
	

	garage
	
	
	location
	

	elevator
	
	
	price range
	

	pool
	
	
	down payment (%)
	


Activity E

What information did the Bwaries not talk about? What do you think their preferences might be?


	


Activity F
Activity F

When asking someone about their preferences, you can use yes/no questions.

Study the chart below.

	Yes/No questions and short answers

	Do you want
	air conditioning?

a backyard?
	Yes, I do.
No, I don’t.

	Do they need
	a balcony?
a garage?
	Yes, they do.
No, they don’t.

	Does the house have
	heating?
a pool?
	Yes, it does.
No, it doesn’t.


Activity G

Practice asking yes/no questions with a partner based on the information in the checklist
1. 

2. 

3. 

Activity H
Activity H

Information questions start with who, what, where, when, why, or how.

Study the chart below.

	Information Questions

	Information
	Example Questions

	type of property
	What type
	of property
	do you want?
is it?

	# of bathrooms
	How many
	bathrooms
	does it have?

	# of bedrooms
	How many
	bedrooms
	do you want?

	location
	Where
	
	is it?

	price range
	What
	
	is your price range?

	down payment (%)
	How much
	
	can you put down?


Activity I

Activity I

Practice asking information questions to a partner based on the information in the checklist.

Writing Activity and more  practice.
