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Driving Safety

A.  What are some important safety laws you should obey while driving a motor vehicle?  Make a list with a group.

	
	

	
	

	
	


B.  Read the following information on driving safety.

	Alcohol

It is against the law to drive while under the influence of alcohol and you could get a ticket for DUI (Driving Under the Influence) if your BAC (blood alcohol level) is .08 or higher.  Penalties include fines, community service, probation, license revocation, DUI school, and possibly imprisonment. The more convictions you have, the stronger the punishment will be.

Safety Belts and Restraints

Any person 6 years of age or older must wear a seat belt while seated in any position of a motor vehicle.  The driver of the car is responsible for any passenger in the car not wearing seat belts.

Children and infants up to three years of age must be secured in a child restraint device (car seat) that has been federally approved and crash tested.  Children ages four to five can be secured in a car seat or a seat belt.

Speed Limits

Speed limits give the top speed you may drive in a motor vehicle and the limits vary depending where you are driving:  30 MPH (miles per hour) in business and residential areas, 55 MPH on most roads and highways, and 70 MPH on rural interstates.  You should always drive at a safe speed that allows you to stay in control of your vehicle.

Law Enforcement and Traffic Accidents

When a police officer pulls you over, pull over to an area where you will not be blocking traffic.  Turn off your engine and reduce your headlights if it is night time.  Wait for the police officer to give you instructions and follow his or her instructions carefully.  It is a good idea to put your hands on the steering wheel so the officer doesn’t think you are doing anything suspicious.

If you are involved in a crash while driving, follow these steps:

1. Stop to help anyone who has been injured and give your personal and insurance information the others involved.

2.  Report the crash to the Police Department.

3.  Move your car out of the way of traffic.

4.  Appear in court to explain what happened.

Automobile Insurance

All drivers must have automobile insurance to cover themselves and other who may be injured in automobile accident.  You must continue to have car insurance for any car that is registered in your name, even if you are no longer driving it.  You are still financially responsible for the car.




Source: California Department of Motor Vehicles http://www.dmv.ca.gov

C.  Safety laws vary from state to state.  What does the reading say about each of the following safety laws?  Write the answers in the chart. Is the same true in your state? Find out the laws in your state for these issues. (Hint:  search on the Internet, talk to people who have their driver’s licenses, visit the motor vehicle office in your city, etc.)

	
	The reading says…..
	Your state law says……

	At what age must people wear seatbelts?
	
	

	At what age must children be put in a child restraint?
	
	

	Who needs insurance?
	
	

	What is the speed limit in a residential area?  On most highways?
	
	

	At what BAC will you get a DUI?
	
	

	What should you do if you are in a traffic accident?
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