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stmENs

auestion

Subject _hod/hadn't __Past parti Complement
i had sent my resume by last monih
| hadn't received & response before today.
Wh-word _fiad/hadn't _Subject _ Past participle _ Complement

Had she  had an inteview before]
why had you hired i

= The past perfect tense is formed with had/had not (hadn') + past participle.
» Subject pronouns (except t) can contract with had: Id, you'd, he'd, she'd, we'd, they'd.




A. Highlight the correct past perfect sentence.
Example: I had finished school by 2000. / I have finished school by 2000.

1. She had never be to an interview before. / She had never been to an interview before.

2. He said he had never worked as a cashier. / He said he had never work as a cashier.

3. Before last month, we’d never written a resume. / Before last month, we’re never written a resume.

4. Santiago’d studied hard to become a lawyer. / Santiago had studied hard to become a lawyer.

5. Had you worked in an office before? / Had you working in an office before?

6. It’d been the best job I had ever had. / I t had been the best job I had ever had.

7. Why Luc had had so many jobs? / Why had Luc had so many jobs?

8. Had they enjoyed assembling computers? / Had enjoyed they assembling computers?

B. Complete each sentence with the past perfect tense of the verb in parentheses. 
Use contractions where possible.
Example: (find) Cristina asked if I’d found a new hobby.

1. (practice) Raj        interviewing for the job.
2. (not/enclose) Linh       a resume with her application.

3. (never/have) We       a performance review before last week.

4. (provide) I       letters of recommendation already.

5. (said) They       that they were willing to accept responsibility.

6. (not/find) Chan       information about the company until today.

7. (look) You       forward to discussing job opportunities.

8. (be) She       friendly and patient with the customers.
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Example Explanation

Before | got my job as a computer technician,
I had worked as a delivery person.

To show that an event happened before
another event in the past.

She had already prepared her resume when the
the company called her for an interview.

To show that an event happened before
the verb in the when clause.

After | had written my resume and cover letter,
I realized it was too late to send it.

With after, to show that something was
finished before another event in the past

There were a lot of job applicants because the

company had posted the position on the Internet.

After because, to show a prior reason.

Many of the employees had never worked in
sales before this job.

With never...before, in relation to a past
event.

My supenvisor thanked me for all the hard work
that | had done.

In a who/that/which clause to show'
a past event.





A. Highlight/Underline the event that happened first.
Example: When I called her, she had already left for her meeting.
1. Because he hadn’t received his degree yet, he didn’t apply for the job.

2. She’d been in the dry cleaning business for three years when she decided to open her own store.

3. Before you came to the United States, you had studied to be a teacher.

4. He found out that there were no jobs available after he had filled out the application.

5. This morning they finished repairing all the broken computers that I had given them yesterday.

6. We had interviewed many applicants before we found the right person for the job.


B. Complete each sentence with the past perfect tense of the verb in parentheses.
Example: (have) I couldn’t sleep last night because I had had a bad days work.

1. (never/enjoy) Mike     his job before now.

2. (finish) After I     the interview, I met my future co-workers.

3. (already/fix) When Sarah     the last computer, Minh came to help.

4. (save) Because you     your money, you were able to open your own business.

5. (give) They didn’t like the new duties that their supervisor     them.

6. (not/go) Yuko was upset because her interview     well.

7. (already/write) Before we came to the United States, we     our resumes.

8. (not/make) He didn’t get the job because he     a good impression.

9. (handle) I     customer complaints before I became the supervisor.

10. (improve) You applied for the new job only after you     your skills.
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Example Explanation
Before Ranjit moved to the United States, Use the past perfect for the event that
(Simple pas) happened first in the past.
he had lived in India. Use the simple past for the event that
(past perfect) happened second.

past < > future

Ranjit lived Ranjit
moved,





A. Complete the sentences with either the simple past tense or the past perfect tense of the verbs in parentheses.
Example: I had lived (live) in Miami for two years before I moved (move) to Houston.

1. I     (quit) my old job because my supervisor     (not/give) me enough responsibility.

2. I     (apply) for a new job that I     (see) on the Internet.

3. When I     (arrive) in Houston, I     (already/research) the company.

4. I     (already/send) a resume when I     (get) a call for an interview.

5. Because I     (practice) what to say and do many times. I     (feel) a little more prepared for the interview.

6. I     (never/be) so nervous about something before.

7. When I     (get) to the interview, the interviewer     (already/read) my recommendations and my transcripts.

8. She     (ask) me why I     (be) unhappy at my last job.

9. I     (explain) that I     (not/be) completely unhappy.

10. Before I     (leave) my old job, my former supervisor     (even/write) a recommendation for me.

11. He     (say) that I     (be) hard-working and self-motivated.

12. Unfortunately he     (not/have) the opportunity to really take advantage of my skills.

13. By the time I     (leave) the interview, I     (make) a good impression.

14. Last night I     (find out) that I     (get) the job.

15. I     (never/feel) so excited and happy before!
