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Main clause
My brother-in-law, who owns his own business, works very hard.
1 quit my job, which I never really liked anyway.

+ Non-restrictive adjective clauses give extra non-essential information about the noun they:
refer to. They can be omitted without changing the sense of the sentence.

+ Commas are used to set off the non-restrictive adjective clause from the main clause.

+ The relative pronoun cannot be omitted from non-restrictive adjective clauses,

+ The relative pronoun that is not used in non-restrictive adjective clauses.





A. Put commas in the sentences to separate the nonrestrictive adjective clauses.
Example: My friend Tran, who is very detailed-oriented, got a job as an accountant.

1. If you don’t like your job which can be boring you should look for a new one.

2. Let’s ask Bibiana whose opinion I really trust if you should take courses to be a dental assistant.

3. Franco who used to be a security guard now owns his own dry cleaning business.

4. I’m going to check the local newspaper which comes out of Thursday for any new sales jobs.

5. My old supervisor who is a homemaker now gave me a great recommendation.

6. You can always count on Alex who is a good friend.

7. She is a computer technician at Information Technology where she started working last week.

8. They often work on Saturdays when it is quiet and they can get a lot done.


B. Combine the two sentences into one. The sentences in parentheses contain non-essential information.
Example: Florina moved to Boston three years ago. (Florina is from Romania.)
Florina, who is from Romania, moved to Boston three years ago.

1. At the Business Institute she got a business certificate. (She studied at the Institute for two years.)

	



2. Her first job was at a computer company. (She didn’t like her first job very much.)

	



3. Now she works for a financial company. (She is much happier at the financial company.)

	



4. Her new supervisor said she has great communication skills. (Her supervisor is friendly and patient.)

	



5. Her supervisor likes Florina’s attitude. (Florina’s attitude is calm and professional.)

	



6. In her performance review her supervisor recommended a raise. (Her review was last month.)
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Main clause Adjective clause

RESTRICTIVE CLAUSE John has the skills that the job requires.

NON-RESTRICTIVE CLAUSE John,  who has an interview today, has the right skills.

« Restrictive adjective clauses cannot be omitted without changing the sense of the sentence.
Non-restrictive adjective clauses can be omitted.

+ No commas are used in restrictive adjective clauses. Commas set off non-restrictive
adjective clauses.

» The relative pronoun that is not used in non-restrictive adjective clauses.





A. Determine if each underlined clause is restrictive or non-restrictive. If a clause is non-restrictive, add commas.

	
	Restrictive
	Non-Restrictive

	Example: Ha’s skills, which are listed in her resume, are very impressive.
	
	X

	1. However, the experience that she has with sales is very limited.
	
	

	2. State College where she studied business for four years awarded her a B.S.
	
	

	3. My Supervisor who has an interview with Ha today said he can train her.
	
	

	4. He’ll ask Ha if she has special skills that would benefit our company.
	
	

	5. He’ll ask her for letters of recommendation from teachers who know her.
	
	

	6. Ha’s English teacher who knows her very well will probably write one.
	
	

	7. Ha’s attitude which is very positive will determine if she gets the job.
	
	

	8. I hope she also gets the salary that she wants.
	
	


B. If a sentence is non-restrictive, insert commas to set off the clause. Then rewrite the sentence without the clause. If a sentence is restrictive, just rewrite it.
Example: My friend Leo, who works well under pressure, got a job as a police officer.
My friend Leo got a job as a police officer.
1. Do you know a person who is good with numbers and is detailed-oriented?

	



2. Lara who just started working yesterday is a great receptionist.

	


3. The job that I applied for requires being a tem player.

	





4. I heard about a company that is looking for a security guard.

	



5. Santini’s Resturant where I used to be a cashier serves the best pizza in town.

	



6. The reporter job which really sounds exciting requires writing skills and two years of experience.

	


