[image: image1.jpg]CHALLENGE 2 Time clauses with when and while -

Time word _ Shorter action Time word _ Longer action  Time word _Shorter action
The phone rang_while 1 was stucying.

While T was studying, the phone rang.

Twas studying__ when the phone rang_
When the phone rang, Twas studying

- Use while + the past continuous with a long confinuing action.
- Use when + the simple past with a short non-continuing action.
+ f the time clause precedes the main clause, use a comma.





A. Write the correct time word (when or while) in each sentence.

EXAMPLE: Mrs. Jones was living in Chicago when she had a baby.

1. We bought a condo       we were living in an apartment.

2. The apartment was small so we were happy       we moved out.

3.       he was cleaning the apartment, Jim found $50.

4. He was really excited       he showed it to me.

5. We were talking about how to spend it       the phone rang.

6. The children stayed with my parents       we were packing our things.

7.       they were staying there, they visited the zoo.

8. They were still talking about the zoo trip       they got home a week later.

B. Combine the sentences.

EXAMPLE: It started to rain. We were standing on the balcony.
While we were standing on the balcony, it started to rain.
1. I was talking with the security guard. She got a phone call.
While      
2.The rain stopped. We were looking out the window.
      when      
3. I was doing the laundry. The dryer broke.
While      
4. I saw you. You were leaving home.
When      
5. I was cleaning the living room. I turned on the air conditioning.
      while      
6. I closed the garage door. I was washing the car.
While      
7. We stopped for a snack. We were shopping for furniture.
      while      
