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 Possibility: if + subject + past tense Possible result: would + base form
If we spent more money on education, we would have better schools.
If we didn’t have a police force, there would be more crime.

= Use contrary-to-fact conditionals to describe situations that aren’t true now and that the
speaker thinks will probably never be true.

* Use a comma after the if clause when it comes first.

» In formal English, use were for the past tense of be with all subjects in the if clause.

o Fill in each blank with the correct tense of the verb in parentheses.

EXAMPLE: If housing prices (be) were lower, we (move) __would move _to a larger apartment.
1. If they (increase) taxes, I (move) away.

2. If they (build) a new park, the children (have) a better place to play.
3 people (clean up) after their dogs, the streets (look) a lot better.
4. If prices (be) more affordable, we (buy) a house.

5. If we (have) less traffic, there (be) fewer accidents.

6. If the city (provide) cheap housing, the community (be) more diverse.
7. If the river (not be) so dirty, we (swim) in it.

8. If the community (have) more office space, it (attract) new businesses.

e Complete each sentence. Use the correct form of the verbs in the box.

have feel be g€ appreciate like improve learn  work

EXAMPLE: If I were mayor, I would give more money to schools.

1. If schools more money, students would have newer books.

2. If they had newer books, students more interested in learning.
3. If they were more interested in learning, they more.

4. 1If students learned more, they their own intelligence.

5. If they proud of themselves, they would also feel happier.

6. If students were happier, they school more.

7. If they liked school more, they harder.

8. If they worked harder, they their grades.





