Gerunds as Subjects

	Gerund as subject
	Verb
	Complement

	Reading
	improves
	the mind.

	Learning new skills
	is
	exciting.

	Not spending time with your family
	creates
	problems.

	Taking regular vacations
	is
	good for you.

	
* A gerund can be used as the subject of a sentence.

* A gerund can be part of a phrase.

* Use not in front of a gerund to make it negative.
* A gerund is followed by a singular verb even if it contains a plural noun.


A. Complete each sentence using a gerund as a subject.
EXAMPLE: It isn’t fair to copy assignments.   Copying assignments isn’t fair.

1. It is fun to learn a new language.   
      is fun.

2. It is difficult to study with distraction.  
      is difficult.

3. It causes problems if you don’t study.
      causes problems.

4. It isn’t always fun to do homework.  
      isn’t always fun.

5. It takes time to go over assignments.
      takes time.

B. Use a gerund subject and a present tense verb to complete each sentence.

Gerund subjects: talking, taking, learning, spending, reading, getting, saving
Verbs: mean, cause, help, create, take, be, improve

EXAMPLE: Talking with friends helps people make good decisions.

1.       a good education       you will make more money.

2.       time with friends       relaxing.

3. Not       enough money       problems in your life.

4.       vitamins       health.

5. Not       instructions       confusion.

6.       a new language       a lot of practice.

